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SPOKANE PHOTOGRAPHER WINS NATIONAL HEARST AWARD
MISSOULA A University of Montana-Missoula journalism graduate recently shot his way to the top of
college photography, garnering first place in the National Photojournalism Championship in the William
Randolph Hearst Foundation’s Journalism Awards Program.
Ely first gained fame in the journalism world when his photos capturing the arrest of Unabomber
Ted Kaczynski were featured with the cover story of Newsweek’s April 15, 1996 issue. At the time
Ely, a Spokane resident, was a junior at UM.
For someone not originally interested in photography as a career, Ely is making a name for
himself in the photojournalism world. Fie began his higher education as an accounting student at
Spokane Community College, attending for two years. Photography was of interest to him, but while
he was photographing a basketball game one evening he decided it could be his career choice. Ely,
knowing the man shooting photos next to him as a staff photographer for the Spokesman-Review,
asked the man about a good photojournalism school. Dan McComb answered with The University of
Montana, where McComb received a master s degree in 1993 and later served as a visiting professor
Ely took McComb’s advice, and he graduated from UM in December 1997.
During his senior year at UM, Ely entered the Hearst Journalism Awards competition. He
placed 12th in the category of portrait feature and 15th in sports news, but he took third place in the
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photo story and wild card category. By placing within the top four with his photos of Montana and
Virginia subjects, Ely moved on to national competition. Ely’s portfolio was reviewed, and he was
selected as one of the nation’s finalists. He was flown to San Francisco May 14-19 for a final shoot
out, where the contestants were given on-the-spot assignments. Ely will use his first-place, $5,000 prize
to pay student loans he accrued while studying.
“This is a very big deal,” said Joe Durso Jr., interim dean of the UM School of Journalism. “It
says he’s the best in the country at what he does.” Durso noted that Ely’s accomplishment reflects well
on Ely’s photojournalism instructors, the journalism school and UM.
After being wined and dined in San Francisco for five days, Ely headed to Evansville, Ind.,
where he will complete a two-month internship at the Evansville Courier as a photographer and
designer. Ely interned at the Roanoke Times & World News in Roanoke, Va., this spring.
The championships in San Francisco were the culmination of the 1997-98 Hearst Journalism
Awards Program, which is designed to encourage excellence in journalism education. Prizes are
awarded in writing, photography, television and radio news to undergraduates at accredited schools of
journalism. In its 38th year, 105 member colleges and universities of the Association o f Schools of
Journalism and Mass Communication competed throughout the academic year in the journalism awards,
which is a program of the William Randolph Hearst Foundation.
The Hearst Foundation was established in 1948 by its namesake for educational and charitable
purposes. Since then, it has contributed more than $350 million to numerous education programs,
including the journalism awards program.
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